40-Book Reading List for 5th Grade Girls
Positive language • Good moral values • No magic/witchcraft-centered stories
Library-friendly list for Sharon, Massachusetts / OCLN
Reading guide: This list combines wholesome fiction with history, biographies, animals, science, and real-life learning. Choose according to the child's reading ability and interests.
Fiction
	#
	Book
	Author
	Positive Theme
	✓

	1
	A Week in the Woods
	Andrew Clements
	Growth, responsibility
	☐

	2
	Frindle
	Andrew Clements
	Creativity, consequences
	☐

	3
	The School Story
	Andrew Clements
	Perseverance, teamwork
	☐

	4
	No Talking
	Andrew Clements
	Self-control, cooperation
	☐

	5
	The Report Card
	Andrew Clements
	Identity, education
	☐

	6
	Shiloh
	Phyllis Reynolds Naylor
	Compassion, moral choices
	☐

	7
	Because of Winn-Dixie
	Kate DiCamillo
	Friendship, forgiveness
	☐

	8
	The Hundred Dresses
	Eleanor Estes
	Kindness, bullying consequences
	☐


Historical
	#
	Book
	Author
	Positive Theme
	✓

	9
	The Sign of the Beaver
	Elizabeth George Speare
	Survival, friendship†
	☐

	10
	Johnny Tremain
	Esther Forbes
	Courage, growth
	☐

	11
	Carry On, Mr. Bowditch
	Jean Lee Latham
	Perseverance, learning
	☐

	12
	The Cabin Faced West
	Jean Fritz
	Pioneer life, perseverance
	☐

	13
	Twenty and Ten
	Claire Huchet Bishop
	Courage, protecting others†
	☐

	14
	Number the Stars
	Lois Lowry
	Courage, sacrifice†
	☐

	15
	The Winged Watchman
	Hilda van Stockum
	Family, courage†
	☐

	16
	Snow Treasure
	Marie McSwigan
	Courage, teamwork†
	☐

	17
	Sounder
	William H. Armstrong
	Family, dignity†
	☐

	18
	The Matchlock Gun
	Walter D. Edmonds
	Courage, family†
	☐


Biography
	#
	Book
	Author
	Positive Theme
	✓

	19
	Who Was Amelia Earhart?
	Kate Boehm Jerome
	Courage, aviation
	☐

	20
	Who Was Helen Keller?
	Gare Thompson
	Perseverance, learning
	☐

	21
	Who Was Jane Goodall?
	Roberta Edwards
	Science, animals
	☐

	22
	Who Was Harriet Tubman?
	Yona Zeldis McDonough
	Courage, freedom†
	☐

	23
	Who Was Clara Barton?
	Stephanie Spinner
	Service, compassion
	☐

	24
	Who Was Anne Frank?
	Ann Abramson
	Courage, history†
	☐

	25
	Who Was Eleanor Roosevelt?
	Gare Thompson
	Service, leadership
	☐

	26
	Who Was Rosa Parks?
	Yona Zeldis McDonough
	Courage, dignity†
	☐

	27
	Who Was Sally Ride?
	Megan Stine
	Science, courage
	☐

	28
	Who Was Marie Curie?
	Megan Stine
	Science, perseverance
	☐


History
	#
	Book
	Author
	Positive Theme
	✓

	29
	What Was the Underground Railroad?
	Yona Zeldis McDonough
	Courage, freedom†
	☐

	30
	What Was D-Day?
	Patricia Brennan Demuth
	World War II history†
	☐

	31
	What Was the Great Depression?
	Janet B. Pascal
	History, resilience
	☐

	32
	What Was the Women's Rights Movement?
	Deborah Hopkinson
	Civic courage, history
	☐


Nonfiction
	#
	Book
	Author
	Positive Theme
	✓

	33
	Hidden Figures: Young Readers' Edition
	Margot Lee Shetterly
	Math, perseverance†
	☐

	34
	Women in Science
	Rachel Ignotofsky
	Science, perseverance
	☐

	35
	The Boy Who Harnessed the Wind: Young Readers Edition
	William Kamkwamba & Bryan Mealer
	Innovation, perseverance†
	☐

	36
	National Geographic Kids: Everything Space
	Helaine Becker
	Space, science
	☐

	37
	National Geographic Kids: Everything Robotics
	Jennifer Swanson
	Technology, engineering
	☐

	38
	National Geographic Kids: Everything Weather
	Kathy Furgang
	Weather, science
	☐

	39
	National Geographic Kids: Everything Sharks
	Ruth A. Musgrave
	Marine biology
	☐

	40
	The Way Things Work Now
	David Macaulay
	Engineering, technology
	☐


Parent / Teacher Note
Content standard: Selections avoid stories centered on witches, wizards, spells, or occult themes and favor constructive character themes. † Some books address mature historical or emotional subjects such as war, injustice, persecution, danger, or death. Parents and teachers may wish to preview individual titles according to their family's standards.
Library note: Search these titles through Sharon Public Library / Old Colony Library Network (OCLN). Availability changes, and titles from other member libraries may often be requested for pickup.




